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Synopsis

Wildflowers of Orange County and the Santa Ana Mountains includes plants and wildflowers from:
Orange County, Santa Ana Mountains, Whittier-Puente-Chino Hills, Prado Basin, Temescal Valley,
Elsinore Basin, Santa Rosa Plateau, San Mateo Canyon wilderness area, and San Onofre State
Beach. This publication is a novice-friendly, technically accurate guide to wildflowers of cismontane
southern California. Tailored to Orange Country and adjacent portions of Los Angeles, San
Bernardino, Riverside, and San Diego Counties. it will prove a useful tool to identify and learn plant
families, genera, and species in the Golden State. Wildflowers describes over 600 species with one
or more photos of each. Arranged alphabetically by plant family, the plants are described,
summarized, and illustrated to facilitate learning. Similar plant specifies are mentioned and their
differences highlighted. Includes section on geology, geography, flower parts, scientific names, plant
communities, and places to go wildflower-watching, all accompanied by photographs and
illustrations. Though technical terms are minimized, those used are presented in a glossary. Written,
edited, and review by professional biologists and local experts. In an approach unique among
wildflower guides, living things that rely on specific plants are presented alongside those plants,
such as monarch butterfly, golddenbush borer beetle, snowberry clearing moth, coastal California
gnatcatcher, cactus wren, Anna s hummingbird and phainopepla. Groups of associated species (
guilds ) discussed include milkweed, cactus, California sycamore, California buckwheat, California
lilac, yucca, and cattail. Each entry features: -Common and scientific names. -Description with
diagnostic characteristics italicized. -Flowering time, habitat, and local range. -Known and
suggested places to find the plant. -Meaning of its scientific name and name of the person that
named it. -For many, similar species with which it may be confused. From shoreline of Crystal Cove
State Park; to the canyons, grasslands, and foothills of Caspers Wilderness Park; beckoning peaks
of the Santa Ana Mountains; and the rolling hills and washes of Temescal Valley, this book will be
your guide to the beautiful wildflowers you encounter. This book is a treasure trove of information on
a surprisingly varied range of subjects - part field guide, part encyclopedia, and part love letter to
Mother Nature. A lifetime of fieldwork is condensed into a volume that is instantly an irreplaceable
resource for biologists, conservationists, and naturalists in Orange County and beyond. Bruce A.
Aird, President, Sea and Sage Chapter, National Audubon Society. This extraordinary book will
captivate aspiring and professional botanists alike with its wealth of gorgeous informative images
and compelling descriptions. Anyone interested in the flora of California in general will find much of
value here, including aspects of natural history that are rarely if ever encountered in plant guides

and that speak to the authors vast field experience and observational skills. Bruce G. Baldwin,



Professor of Integrative Biology and Curator of the Jepson Herbarium, University of California,
Berkeley This is the definitive Orange County flower guide we have all been waiting for! Not only
have Allen and Roberts spent a lifetime studying the region s botany but they have educated the
public on the region s natural resources. This book is the culmination of those efforts, and Orange

County nature lovers are thrilled! Max Borella, Executive Director, Laguna Canyon Foundation.
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Customer Reviews

Despite the convenience of digital books and field guides, you will love this book. It is chock full of
scholarly information and beautiful pictures but very user friendly. This is useful for a PhD or a
weekend hiker who loves the outdoors.It does have a limited geography being specific to the Santa
Ana Mountains of Orange County California but the information is still applicable to Los Angeles
County, Riverside County, San Bernardino County and San Diego County.It appears to be pricy but
that was driven by the desire to make it a complete book with many excellent photos taken by Bob
Allen and illustrations by co Author Fred Roberts Jr.It is so much more than just a wildflower book
because you get an education as your read about the plants. They include what they call "guilds" of

organisms that are associated with the plant.You will not be sorry if you buy this book

| bought two copies of this, one for myself and one for my father who is a trained botanist. It has
hundreds of beautiful full color illustrations and is very informative and easy to read. It compares

well to any "Peterson’s Guides" if you are familiar with those.



This is excellent book, perhaps best field guide in my practice. A lot of USEFUL information, good
pictures, clear descriptions. | think this book is standard for wildflowers guide. A lot of thanks to

authors.

Wonderful reference for the area | live in! So happy to own this book. We use it often when we hike

the beautiful canyons and parks around our home!
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